T HE 


XCELLENCE and I N- 


GRACE or HOPE, 
CONSIDERED IN A 

IRCULAR LETTER 

5 | ss THE | : 

PTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 

| + Aſſembled i Ol NEX, in BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, | 


June 4, 5, and 6, 1782. 


Noxruaurrox: Printed by T. DICEY and Co. 


* 


wan 
1 Y —_— 2 ' * 
/ 9 % . i 7 \ 
4 2 ; : 
2 5 2 * as \ 
[SARS In\ 
A 2 ", 4 = I « ; 
— uo, a. ” i 
28 Y * * > x > | | 
— \ 


1 


T H E 


EXCELLENCE and UTILITR 

OF THE MR 

GRACE or HOPE, 

. CONSIDERED INA 4 

= A?TIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS. 

| Afſembledat OrLNey, in BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, e 
— 4, 5, and 6, 1782: | 


aintaining the important Doctrines of three equal Perſons in, 
the Godhead; eternal and perſonal Election; original Sin; particular 
Redemption; free Juſtification by the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs; efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance of 
WSaints ; and the Independency, or congregational Order of the Churches 
rf cchriſt inviolabie. ss 5 OL. 


To the ſeveral Churches they tepreſent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting at Sutton-Aſhfield, Nottingham, Sheepſhead, Lei- 
ceſter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arneſby, Foxton, Clipſtone, Oakham, 
Soham, Kettering, Walgrave, Northampton, Road, Olney, 
and St. Alban's; as alſo the many Churches not yet in the Aſſo. 
ciation, who, notwithſtanding, codntenance it, by the Attendance 
of their Miniſters and many of their Members: | 


4 


- 


Dear Brethren, 
HROUGH the tender mercy of our and your Gop we are ſpared 
| to addreſs you, and you to be addreſſed by us on another of theſe: 
caſions. Soon and we ſhall be addreſſed by the Lord our Judge, either 
3 th a come ye blefjed or go ye curſed! Your letters inform us of ſeveral 
boom we addreſſed laſt year as we now do you, Who have ſince taken 
cr leave of time, and fallen alleep, ſome of whom eſpecially, were 
Erſons of real eminence. Such providences may be the voice of God 
Patending with his churches ; they certainly are the voice of God calling 
dus who ſurvive, Be ye al/o ready Work <uhile it is called to day; the 
Fo ht cometh when no man can work ! ö or nc <q 


— 
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While we lament with you, the loſs of ſuch. pillars in ſociety, we wiſh 
there was nothing amongſt us worthy of greater ſamentation. Our dimi. 
nutions are not all made by death! There is a mixture of joy accompanies 
our ſorrow over thoſe whom Gow takes away; but different feelings exer- 
ciſe us concerning thoſe whom fin takes away. We would lament over 
thoſe whom we have thus loſt with bitter latnentation” It grieves us 
eſpecially to ſee ſo many excluded, and but one reſtored ! We ſolemnly 
charge you all, and ourielves with you, as we mult anſwer it to Gov, to 
take heed leſt we cheriſh in us ſome root of bitterneſs, and fo depart from 
the living Gop ! Beware of indulging a negle& of private duties, or 
public ordinances. Beware of {lighting Yup privileges, and ſinking ino 
a "ſpirit of fupineneſs. © Theſe are commonly the fore - futiners 'of 
ſomething worſe ; frequently of open falls, and ſometimes of awful ee 
apoſtaſies! als MOMS.” - | 
However, we bleſs Gon he hath not left us without cauſe for thankful. | 
nels. We have ſil} grounds for joy? | Gop has, added ſome to us in the 
room of thoſe that the combined powers of fin and death have taken fron il 
us. Weſtill ſee his promiſe accompliſhed, that "Era fall jerve him—and 
that ine, of the fathers Pall riſe up children. We pray they may behave | 
like princes in the earth! Nor would we be unthankful that though there | 
are lome unhappineſſes among ſame of you, yet peace and love in general 
33 in the churches; bleſſings which we are too inſenſible of, ſeldon 

nowing the worth of them but by the want of them. . Add to theſe, 
\ that we eſteem it none of the leaſt of our mercies that time is wearing 

away, and we truſt our ſalvation drawing on. Amidſt a thouſand dil. 

couragements which we have to endure as men, as chriſtians, as maſters, 

as members of ſociety, one thing yields relief, namely the proſpect of 2 

glorious immortality, Looking for that bleſſed hope andabe glorious appear 

ing of the great God and our ſaviour Feſus Chriſlſt . Mt 
On this delightful ſubje&, brethren, we take pleaſure in addreſſing vou. yl 

We congratulate you amidſt all your forrows on your porting ſuch a Þ 

hope; an hope which hath foundations the moſt ſolid, and objects ti: 

moſt ſubſtantial. Gop 'hath not put this jewel into your hands to be 

made light of. He would have you to underſtand it in order: to prize 1 

His beſtowing upon you a ſpiritual illumination is to this very end. H 

doth not open your eyes to preſent you with mere ſpectacles of ni{cr), nll 

nor call you by his grace as having nothing to beſtow upon you; no. 
bleſſed be his name, The eyes of your underflandings are enlightened : _ 
ye may know <vhat is the hope of his calling, and <vhat the riches of ti = 

glory of his inheritance in the ſaints.* TE E + 

To aſſiſt your meditations on this chearing ſubject by ſhewing it's . i 
cellency, and pointing out it's great uti/ity, we devote this epiſtle. 
We truſt that what we have already communicated to you on vari 

important ſubje&s; has not been received in vain. We -would not wil i 

to trifle with you brethren, and we truſt our letters to you. have not been 

rrifed with. Having therefore confidence in your readineſs to examil* 

and receive what we communicate, Wo are willing to impart unto q 1 

the goſpel of God only, but alfo our own ſouls, becauſe ye are dear 110 w! 

HO E, or an eapectalion of future good; is of fo extenſive an _ 
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Hope, as it's objects are future is diſtinguiſhed from enjoy ment, Herein the 4 


QF 
tion of the ſaints is unlike that of the worldling, and even that of ſaints in glory; 10 
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ih Lence, that whether true or falſe, well or ill founded, it is one of the 
ni principal ſprings that keep all mankind in motion. It is vigorous, bold, 


It cauſes men to encounter dangers, endure hardſhips, 


ies enterpriſing. | & Hara 
er- 7 fur unt Aer Ities innumerable, in order to accompliſh the deſired 
ver end. In religion f is of no leſs conſequence. * It is claimed by almoſt 
all ranks and parties of men.----It makes a conſiderabſe part of the re- 
uly ll ligion of thoſe that truly fear Gob': for thoggh in all true religion there 
to is and muſt be a love to Gop'and divine things for their own excellency ; 
on Wet Gov, who knows our frame, and draws us with the'cords of @ nan,“ 
or Y gondeſcends alſo to excite us with the promiſe of gracious rewards, and 
no allure us with the proſpect of a crown of glory. 5 
of WE We wiſh you, btethren, ſeeing Gop hath given you everlaſting conſola- 
vful oon and good hope throogh grace, to conſider well the GOODNESS or 
XCELLENCY of that divine gift. On this account it excels every other 

fol. W hope as much as a pearl excels a pebble. ' A great part, of it's excellency 
'the onſilts in it's being fo wel Founded. Though our hope ſhould aſpire to the 
rom higheſt heavens, and could graſp in all the bliſs of an'eternal world, alas, 
and | hat would it avail us if ill-founded ? That hope is faid to make aſbamed, 
ave hat is ill- founded and ſo terminates in diſappointment.+' It is to be feared 
oy hat many (O that there may be none of us!) who are now towering high 
era 


n expeckation, will one day be aſbamed and confounded becauſe they thus 


dom bad hoped, 5 * 55 3 
ele, The grand rounDATION of: all good hope is The Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
rinp od's revealed Mediator, embraced by faith. On this rock the people of 
di. 0b in all ages have built their hope, whatever other foundations ſinners 
wy dave deviſed. , Of old God laid this in Zion. P This was the ſubject of 
of 1 


Wpoltolic miniſtrations; they held forth none other than him whom God 


4ſt forth to be a propitiation through faith in his Me: 
That the mediation of Chriſt is the primary ground of all good hope, 


vou. ill appear evident if we do but recolle& (and O, let us never forget!) 
h an e hopeleſs condition in which fin involved us. By our breach of cove- 
; the ant with Gop the very idea of future good for us was totally annihilated. 
o b Lothing but eternal tribulation and anguiſh as the reward of evil doers 
e i. vas now to be expected. The image of Gop being totally effaced in us, 

He lis favour towards us was abſolutely forfeited. Hence the leaſt idea of 
ſery, lope from any other ground than the mediation of Chriſt is not only de- 
no, klarative of oppoſition to Gop's way of ſalvation, but is altogether a 
that] Wild chimera. By the ſtate of the fallen angels we may learn what 
the ground is left for hope here no mediator is probided; and what muſt 


dave been our flate had we been feft in their condition? Theſe, void of 


8 h. Il hope whatever, are reſerved iu everlaſting chains under darſneſi, unto 
9 be judgment of the great day! . 1 TS Ol 
flow We are not unacquainted with the many falſe grounds on which ſinners 
will | eſt their hopes, bat we as Well know who hath ſaid, Other foundations 
been 1 e I A SS es 8 + can 
mine leo from ve, the objects of which are paſt and preſent as well as future, whereas 
2 mt * is confined to the laſt. 'As they are pood it is oppoſed to: irs; which 15 the dread 
9 evil. As they are both. future and gad, and merely ſo, it is diſt net from faith : 


| f may be ſaid to believe things paſt, as that the worlds wete made, and things 
as the wrath to come, hut cannot be faid to hope in either. As it is an expecta- 
ion + 's diſtinguiſhed from defire., * We may be ſaid to defice hat ĩt is not poſſible we 
dou EO enjoy; but we cannot hope unleſs there appear at leait- a poſſibility, and 
Senerally ſpeaking ſome probability of our poſſeſſing the object hoped for: and in pro- 
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or- Prtzon as this babili X A - ä l 
2 . ange, — 4 ability appears en mind, great Ge mall hope cr expectation 
Allo Hol. xi. 4. + Job, vi. 20, 2 II. xxviii, 16. & Rom. iii. 25. l Jude 6. 
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eas ns man lay than t hat which is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. J We doubt 


dious Wes d and a name among the godly—ſufering much 
ife—legal convictions — ſuperior kuowledge—ſuper. 


of Gon muſt take place in us, before we can reaſonably put in our claim 
for eternal bliſs. The work of Chriſt gives to. the elect ſinner a title to | 
it's poſſeſſion ; the work of the Spirit gives a aerne/3 for it's enjoyment, 
If we experience the latter, we may lay claim. q a perſonal intereſt in the : 
former. Theſe God bath joined together, and let no man dare ta put nel 
them aſunder, Chriſt wat be in us eie ie can be to, ds cke hope df 
glory-t That hope that maketh not aſhamed is wrought by experience.]! Wl 
The graces of the Spirit however, become a ground of hope not through 
any inherent merit, but in virtue of the promiſe of Gop; or rather they 
are the evidence of our intereſt in the promiſe. In numerous paſſages df | 
Holy writ, Gon hath promiſed eternal life to all ſuch as bear certain We 
characters: namely o Joke that are of a broken and. contrite ſpirit, that 
mourn for ſin, believe in Chriſt, love him in ſincerity, deny themſelves, 
take up their croſs, follow him, &c. &c.. Hence, all, who through grace ln 
are the ſubjects of theſe ſpiritual diſpoſitions, enjoy a right, founded on 
ſuch promiſes, to hope for eternal bliſs : and this is another reaſon, why | bt: 


the word. of God is frequently repreſented. in ſcripture, as that whereon our 
5% R and 
It is to be. feared that many ſplit upon this rock. We, cautioned yo! 
a3aintt. thoſe who froe/edly build on other foundations than Jeſus Chriſt; 
but theſe are not the only ſelf-deceivers. - There is a more refined ſort, 35 
their profeſſed principles, who build their hope on ſomething more 
ecious in appearance, but not a whit better in reality. Theſe ys 
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* G Cor. iu. 11. Tech. ix. 11, 12. + See pt. exix, 47, 74, 87, 174. cxxx. 5, 
| 7 Col. 1,27. |} Rom v. 4. Y See Pf, cxix. 42, 43, 49, 147» 
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| you haye more reaſon to be guarded againſt, ſince they are more frequent 
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In your aſſemblies, and ſome of them leſs diſcernable though not leſs 


+ 35 *w ++ + 


aas, 4 Chriſt * by loved, and obeyed, and not merely a Chriſt 


| one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſpall enter into the kingdam-af heaven: - 
| but he that doth the will of. my Father. who is, in heaven. — Theſe, what- 
ever their profeſſions may be, build not upon the rock of ages; but upon 
a concealed part of ſelf. There is no ſuch gr cat difference between them 
| and profeſſed legaliſts, againſt whom they ſo bitterly inveigh : thoſe think 
0 gain heaven by ding, and theſe by &yowwizrg, which they think to be 
= 2:/iving. Their hope is but the hope of the hypocrite which will in the 
end prove no better than the ſpider's weh. Nor do they draw their evidences 
| for glory, from ſuch things as the ſcriptures ſpeak of as characterizing the 
ody, but from their ſuppoſed ——— or e in religious prin- 
Liples, wich, perhaps, ſome texte of ſcripture which may have fallen upon 
WE their minds with a certain · impulſe, tending mightily to lift them up with 
Joy. but not to fill them = holy mourning, or ſelf- loathing, or with a 
{ deſire and endeavour to walk humbly, with Gop.. Real religion has no 
| worle enemie than theſe. By approaching near unto it, and being ac- 
counted it's votaries, they are capable of, doing it much more injury than 
it's proſeſſed foes, While, Joad-like they. embrace. t wick a difſimulating 
kiſs, by their works they ſtab it ag under it's fh ri? x 
We do not mean to ſuggeſt but that the holy ſcriptures are often of great 
conſolation to the godly.; nor yet to deny that ſome paſſages of it may be 
more conſolatory to the godly than others; and the ſame paſſages at one 
time which are not at another: theſe are things which we freely acknow- 
| ledge and happily experience. For the truth or duty contained in any 
| paſſage of ſcripture, to be by the ſpirit of Gop opened to the mind, and 
impreſſed upon the heart, and afford ſtrong conſolation to the perſon, is a 
| 15 of experience which we can ſet ſeal to, as both reaſonable and deſirable. 
It is through patience and comfort of the ſcriptures that cue have hope. 2 
1 Beſides, it would he no great difficulty to ith. all t 
boaſted ſoundneſs are wa —— 9 5 * = my — 
tial of the goſpel, without which it would not be a goſpel. 0 what conſtitutes 
it goſpeb is it's being good news ; but whatever faith ſuch people may have in it as a 
Piece of zerus, they have none in the geadneſi of it, which is a moſt effential thing in it, 
and without which it would'not be the Coe} Rr dear brethren, our laſt.year's 
to jou on this important ſubject, eſpecially page 7. | * 
q Mart. vii. 21, J Rom, xv. 4. 
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watchfulnefs, love to Chrift and holineſs, as well as joy, be hereby wrought 
in us, that is an evidence for glory. REN = ones, wr 

Many perſons are the ſubjects of ſcripture impreſſions, and to the great 
ſcandal of: religion, are hence ſuppoſed to have God's good work begun 
in them, when it appears evident by their ſpirit and conduct that they are 
utter ſtrangers to real chriſtianity. Balaam could have produced plenty of 
ſuch evidence as this. All thoſe things of his ſpeaking are recorded as a 
part, and an excellent part of holy fcripture, and were ſuggeſted to him 
even by Gov himſelf. The Lord, we are told, put a word in Balaan's 
Mouth.4 But as none of theſe things had any tendency to ſanctify | his 
heart, they left him but where they found him! Befides, we have ng 
reaſon to think but that Satan can and doth ſuggeſt many things in the 
words of ſcripture. We know the did thus to Chriſt himſelf; and if to 
him why not to us? He has ends to anſwer in ſo doing; namely to deceive 


9 airy dreams, to draw them away from reſting their 


s on ſeriptural grounds, and to ſubſtitute theſe illuſory foundations in 
their room. On the other hand, whatever be the means, whether hearing 
the word preached, reading, converſation, prayer, or meditation; phy 
whether, in ſo meditating, any part of the word be ſuddenly brought to 
our mind, and impreſſed upon dur heart, or whether it be more gragualh; 


Hos Oh 


ww as Koedfy nn His: 
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whether we have never thought of the paſſage before, or whether we have == 


read it'a thotff4nd times over, it matters not. +. If it tend to produce 3 
ſpirit of pure love to Chriſt, lowlineſs and holineſs; hat affords us3 


ground ſor hope, and a reaſon for thankfulnefs. God hath plentifully 5 : 9 


promiſed ſalvation to all who are the ſubjects of theſe ſpiritual diſpoſitions; 


Should an enemy to your holy religion after all require of you a reaſon Wn 


for the hope that is in you? Should he demand what grounds you have 
to contlude that the things you hope for have a real exiftence? we truſt 
you would not be at a loſs for a reply. There is not one of all thoſe ſolid 
arguments which prove the divinity of the ſacred oracles, (which for 
brevity's fake we forbear to enumerate) but would furniſh you with 
ſufficient reaſon to give an anſwer ſubſtantial in it's nature, though in it's 
manner abi meetne/s and far. „N 25 1 


The glorious os with which your hope is converſant next demand 


your attention, brethren, as they much, very much contribute to it's ex. 
__ <elllency, and your felicity. You may be affured they are ſomething good. 
Hope of every kind has to do with nothing but what in the view of the 
mind appears ſuch, and this hope has to do with nothing but what 5 
really ſuch. - That whieh we hope for is not merely an apparent, but 3 
real good: and not only a good, but a ſubſtantial good; not only a ſub- 
Rantial but a ſuitable, a great, yea an everlaſting god! 
The hope of worldlings terminates on triffes ;' on things which, when 
. | ee 7 -*-1 x Omojelh 
T _ J, Numb. xxil. 28.735. XXiii, 75 5 i 
1 See Help 0 Zion': Travellers, a piece lately publiſhed at the requeſt of the Aſſoc 
ation by our brother Hall, Page 139-1414. 5 . 
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"ul enjoyed, do but cloy, and cannot ſatisfy. Let a man in purſuit of hap- 
ter pineſs knock at the door, of every created good, every. created .good muſt 
cs. anſwer it is not in me! Riches make themſelves wings and fly away, honour, 
in is empty as the wind; mirth, what is it but madneſs? Crowns of earthly 
not glory commonly prove crowns of thorns to them that wear them; all are 
his lying vanities, promiſing what they cannot perform. O, brethren, let 


the reſolve of the church made wiſe by affliction be our relolve, The Lord 
is my portion, faith my ſoul, therefore wall I hope in him.*® 

_ Here we find what the wiſeſt of men w#'l termed {/ub/ance,F;, Only a 
taſte thereof affords ſubſtantial bliſs. O, to enjoy God! To enjoy a God 
in Chriſt! To enjoy him with the ſociety of the bleſſed ! To enjoy him 
with ſoul and body, the latter raiſed, and re- united to the former! To 
enjoy him to all eternity! To enjoy him and be changed into the ſame 
image! Theſe, brethren, theſe are the things on which our hope centers: 
nor is. it a matter of ſmall conſolation, that God himſelf hath, pledged his 
faithfulneſs for their beſtowment, on all his faithful followers. However. 


his deſirable theſe things might be, we ſhould: have little reaſon, to rejoice 
10 therein, if he, on whoſe word it reſted, were either falſe or fickle; but 
the bleſſed be his name, we live in hope of eternal life, which God that cannot 


lie, promiſed before the world began ! f 


t | 7 1 mt 11 N 
10 Dor let it ſeem the leſs glorious that it is a future good. It ſeemeth 
jeit 200d in the view of infinite wiſdom, hat a man ſhould both hope and quietly. 
in {wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. ò It ſeemeth good to him to place the 
wr bleſſings he means to beſtow upon us at a diſtance ; ſo at a diſtance that 
Ks [they muſt be hoped in, and waited for, ere they are enjoyed. Doubtleſs 
to  GoD could have beſtowed all his bleſſings on us as quick as he did para- 
1M diſe on che converted thief; but he hath not ſeen fit in common ſo to do. 


Certainly by his ſuſpending for a time our enjoyment of promiſed favours, 


ave wn | 

- 2 and at ns beſtowing them, he glorifies his faithfulneſs in the end, as. 
2 ell as chat in the mean time he exerciſes our faithfulneſs, patience, and 
ily | reſignation to his will. But this is not all: they are the more welcome 
14 when they do come. If the object hoped for prove leſs in value than we- 
bon expected, then indeed it's having been ſuſpended oniy ſinks it the more in 


our eſteem; but if it ſurpaſs all expectation, if it exceed deſire itſelf 


Ave WE a de 

-of hen it makes it's appearance, then it's having been ſo long a coming 
Jlid 1 anly makes it the more welcome when come. Hope deferred may make 
ot the heart ſick for a time; but when the deſire cometh it is a tree of life! 
„ith Let us not think much at waiting a little while; no, not though during 
115 that time expoſed to great tribulations, ſince our dwelling before the throne 
7 will by this be rendered the more bliſsful, and our weight of glory by this 
104 mcrealed, With what ſacred pleaſure did the patriarch Jacob reſign his 
Hig life, having wazted for God's ſalvation!” With what unſpeakable joy 
5 did good old Simeon embrace the long · lot d. for bleſſing lll With what 
che Laptures of bliſs will the Lord again be welcomed on an approaching. 
th period, when all who love his appearing will unite, ſaying, Lo, this. is 
0 ur Cod, aue have MAIL E D for him G0 
ub⸗ | Nay, it ſeems to be a glory in ſome ſenſe peculiar to religion, o re/erve. 
. the beſt till Iaſt. That you may enjoy ſtrong conſolation brethren, in 
hen Jour paſſage through life, Gop hath placed his favours: in a glorious 
ei, Sie een agar e 219 lr 175 aſcending 


* Lam, iii. 24. + Prov. viti. 21. 4 Titus i. 2, & Lam. iii. 26. H Gen, xlix. 18. 
| U# I Luke ii. 29, 30. * Iſaiah xxv. 9 
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unto Gov, when in that time of need it preſented before you an all-ſuffi- 


_ ticularly, he <vormword and the gall in that great work, which is com- 
monly begun with a painful conviction of fin. Vou remember when 3 


68 5 


aſcending gradation: the inviting language of every one of them is, 
preſs forward, The pleaſures of the world and fin, if they ſpeak truth, 
can afford no ſuch encouragement to their admirers : no, Ezekiel's roll is 
deſcriptive of their utmoſt proſpects; that roll which had written within 
and-without, /amentntions, mourning, and woe!* But religion preſents a 
train of riſing glories ; he that enters it aright will find it like the waters 
of the ſanctuary; firſt to his ancles, then to his knees, then to his 4oins, 
and at laſt a river to ſwim in — The different ſtages of the church 
maintain the ſame idea; the *.vſaic diſpenſation contained greater dif. 
coveries than the patriarchal, the goſpel contains greater than the moſaic, 
latter day glory will our ſhine this, and ultimate bliſs will exceed them all. 
Who is ſhe that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 


* y—_ Try Lak) — — 


fun, and terrible as an army with banners? | 

Give us your attention brethren, while we next-attempt to point out the 
UTILITY of this heavenly grace throughout the chriſtian life. Truly 
this is beyond expreſſion. If hope in general is of ſo much uſe amongſt: 
men, as to ſtimulate them in all their labours, ſupport them in their 
ſorrows, and extricate them from a thouſand labyrinths.in life; if by it 
they brave dangers, encounter hardſhips, and endure difficulties ; if, in 
ſhort, it be that by which as a mean, even Goy himſelf as it were bears 
up the pillars of the world; then what muſt be the uſe of that h 
which as we have already ſeen, ſo much ſurpaſſes this in excellency ? As, 
far as the objects of chriftian hope exceed in value, and it's grounds in 
folidity thoſe of natural, ſo far doth the uſe of the one exceed that of the 
other. It's ſpecial uſe will however be beſt aſcertained by taking a view 
of ſome of thoſe exerciſes, caſes, and circumſtances, wherein you are 
concerned in your paſſage through life. Particularly, 


” F 


- Yon have known it's value from the time when you were firſt converted - | 


cient refuge. —You remember, dear brethren, it may be, ſome of you par- 


ſenſe of the nature and demerit of ſin, of your ſin, was ſuch that your 
ſouls had almoſt dwelt in filence! Ah, you remember when the glorious 
character of GOD appeared though excellent, yet terrible, approaching 
judgment anavoidable, and the Judge at the door! —And have you for- 
gotten the door of hope which then was opened to you? F Have you for- 
gotten the ſound of the great trumpet which invited you to come when you. 
were ready to periſh?{| no ſurely! While many like Cain and Judas de- 
ſpair of mercy and fo die in the pit, you have reaſon to bleſs Gop for 
having enabled you to turn io your ftrong-hold as priſoners of hope If 
Moreover | | 
As fervants of Gop you have a great work to do. Though the meii- 
totious part of your ſalvation has been long ſince finiſhed, yet there is 3 
ſalvation for you ſtill to work out. f By prayer, by patience, by watch- 
fulneſs, and holy ſtrife, you have to overcome the world, mortify ſin, 
and run the race ſet before you. Hope is of excellent uſe in this great 
work, It is well denominated a lively hope. & It's tendency is not to 
Hall the ſoul afleep, but to rouſe it to action. We truſt, dear brethren; 
that the hope of which you are partakers will more and more animate 
® Ezek, ii, 10. 5 Hoſ. Ii. 15, l If. xx. 11. + Zech. ix. 11, 12. f Phil. ii. 12. 
; q x Peter i. 3» 


_ : (ig) 


our breaſts with generous purpoſes, and promp: your ſouls to noble. pur- 


is. 

th, ics, For this you have the greateſt encouragements ſurely that a GOD 
1 is an give! Gop will employ none in his ſervice without making it their 
hin neſtimable privilege. They that plow for him ſhall plow in hope. Man- 


ons of bliſs ſtand ready to receive you, and crowns of unfading glory to 
ward you: therefore beloved brethren, be ye fledfaſt, unmoveable, always 


er 

40 Mounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your labour 
ch | 2 in vain in the Lord. — Again, : | 
li. | You are attended with indwelling /in: a Body of fin, which in the ac- 
lic, ount of every one that loves and longs for purity, is a body of death; yea 
ill. yorle than death itſelf! You wiſh to think ſpiritually, pray fervently, 
the ear profitably, and in a word, grow in grace; but this proves a dead 


eight to all: the good that ye would, that ye do not! You with to hate 


nd avoid evil, and all it's deteſtible appearances ; but you find it in ten 
uy houſand forms haunting, ſuprizing, and drawing you aſide, ſo that too 
git ften, the evil that ye would not, that ye do We doubt not dear brethren 
cir ut that in ſecret you frequently groan forth with the apoſtle, O aurerched 
it 2 bat J am; abho foal! deliver me from the Body of this death! Now 
in ee aſk, what can afford relief in this caſe, but a good hope through grace 
78 f being freed at the hour of death? This proves an helmet in your 


of othiog invigorates the ſoldier like the hope of conquering. at laſt. With 
in is you will tread down ttrength, and in proſpect ot approaching victory, 


ing with the apoſtle, / THANK GOD, THROUGH OUR LORD 
FESUS CHRIST !+ | 


each your defired haven. Too often, through an unwatchful unholy 
onduct the Spirit of Gop is grieved. His preſence once withdrawn, 
Warkneſs will overſpread the mind, and evidences for glory ſeem blotted 


ccuſing you of your filthy 'garments ; ſuggeſting that ſuch an one cannot 
e brand plucked out of the burning. Under theſe exerciſes the mind is 
pt to be depreſſed, beyond meaſure, the foul afraid of acting preſumptu- 


dn the loſs of her children, he refuſeth to be comforted. The ſpirit, at 
ome ſuch ſeaſons, is ſo dejected, it is as if all muſt be given up. The 


6. I once thought ) God, hath forgotten me! My hope is dried up, and 1 am 
r ut off for my part! Ah, farewell hope! farewell heaven! farewell 
4 Chritt— No,—no,—nor Chriſt, nor heaven, nor hope will ſuffer this! 


Let deep call to deep, let waves, let billows overflow, deliverance ſhall 
riſe, hope will not fail, but will afford relief. It will prove an anchor 
o your foul, ſure and ſtedfaſt,} Yes, it will chear your heart, and 


#/quicted ewithin me? hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is 
eve health of my countenance, and my God! || Again, 


life. Enjoyments in this life are very precarious. While we are feathering 


how 
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2 Thef, v. 3. + Rom. vii, 19, 24, 25. & Zech, iii. 1, 2, 3. { Heb. vi. 19. || Pf, xlii. 


piritual welfare.“ This will inſpire you with courage in every conflict; 


ut. Satan is oft permitted at ſuch ſeaſons to ſtand as at your right hand, 


duſly in laying hold of conſolation, is ready, ſtrangely ready to fink 
deneath the waves of dark deſpair. If any offer conſolation, like Rachel 


painful language of the heart is, z7he Lord hath fer/aken me, and he whom 


You are ſubject to various zrying providences in your paſſage through 


our neſts, and promiſing ourſelves that we ſhall die therein unmoleſted, 


Again. You are ſubje& to many fears and deſpondings of mind ere you 


a 


enable you to ſing, Why art thou caft down, O my foul ? and why art thou © 


( 20: ) 


how ſoon are we diſappointed ; yea, how many have been nearly ſtripped 
of their earthly all! Theſe being deprived of almoſt every comfort of 
this life, have then taſted the ſweetneſs of hope in another. "Theſe lcok 
to their maker, and their eyes have reſpe& to the HOLY ONE of Iſrael 
for the reparation of their loſſes, Thus ſang the church in afliction, 
tripped, and bound in Babel's yoke, The Lord is my portion, ſaith my 
foul, therefore ail I hope in him!“ ; 

Some of you are poor in this world, and are ſubject to numerous hard- 
ſhips. 7e are otten entangled in mazes of difficulty, you have a 
thouſand fears that you ſhall never get honourably through life. Eſpecially 
at times, Gop ſeems to have ſet you in dari places: your hopes con- 
founded, your fears come upon you, and your proſpects at an end! Yes, 
ſay you, Surely againft me is be turned; he turneth his hand againſt me all 
the day. He hath builded againſt me, and compaſjed me with gall and 
travell Fe hath encioſed my ways with hewn flone, He hath hedged nt 
about that I cannot get out; he hath made my chain heawy ! Poor people, 
we feel tor you! wherewith ſhall we comfort you? Shall we recommend 
and exerciſe benevolence towards you in our reſpective churches ? Shall 
we exhort you to fraſt in the Lord, and a» good; and aſſure you in God's 
name, that SO Hall ye dwell in the land, and werily ye ſhall be fed? f 
or ſhall we hold up before yon a kingdom to which ye are heirs, a period 
when every tear ſhall be iviped away! O brethren, the hope of the 
goſpel furniſhes you with theſe ſtrong conſolations! Again, 

You are members of cbriflian ſociety ; and though by your letters it ap- 
pears you enjoy peace in general, yet you, are not unacquainted with 


many things of a grieving tendency. In this ſtate of imperfection, 


oFences will come Unhappy feuds will ſometimes ariſe, and grievous 


ſcandals will take place. When church- members become ſelf-ſufficient, 


and ceaſe to be afraid of en:ering into temptation ; when carnal eaſe is 
ſabllituted in the room of goſpel peace; when love grows cold and com- 
plaiſance takes it's place; when we are ſo watchful over one another as to 
forget ourſelves; when godly jealouſy is exchanged for an uncharitable 
temper more cruel than the grave; when inſtead of jubmitting to one another 
in the fear of God, each one becomes headitrong and reſolved to have his 
own way ; when ſuperior pifts are envied, and inferior ones deſpiſed; 
when zeal for the truth degenerates into vain jangling ; when we are very 
apt to take an offence, but not to forgive one; when tale-bearers are 
encour-2ed, and a ſpirit of animoſity cheriſhed ; then brethren, then 
expect ons and every evil vort. We are happy that we can ſay, 
(and bleſſed be Gop. for it!) that ſuch a ſpirit is far from generally 
prevailing amongſt you; yet fo far as it does prevail, which the all-ſecing 
Gop knows is too far, it diſhonours the great head of the church, and 
wounds every upright member! However, this ſhould be far from 
diſcouraging religious ſociety itſelf; not to mention that theſe are things 


that mult always be expected more or leſs in this ſtate of trial, that they 


always exiſted, even in the pureſt ages; we can affirm,' and ye are our 
witneſſes, that it has pleaſures which abundantly outweigh all theſe un- 
happineſſes. Nor is chis all: hope holds up a period, even within the 
limits of time, a heaven compared with the preſent ſtate of things, when 
HOLINESS TO THE LORD Fall be written as upon the bells of the 


horſes, 


Lam. iii. 23. + Pf, xxxvii. 3. 1 Ep. v. 21. 5 James iii. 13-18. 
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Berſes, and Sion ſhall become a quiet habilation But this, fay you, is 

a period that awe have but little hope of living to ſee. Perhaps fo: ſtill, 
you live in proſpect of a better. Bleſſed ſociety, where purity and amity 
for ever reign! Yes, brethren, immediately on entering members of the 

church triumphant, you will enter znto peace, and each cne of you walk for 

ever in kis uprightnc/s ! * Moreover, = 

You are members of civil /ociety, You wiſh well to your country, 

and mull have been the ſubjects of grief to ſee what you have of late 
Pears ſeen, it's glory eclipſed by unhappy Wars and diſſenſions. To ſee it 
conſpired againſt by ſurrounding nations, divided by domeſlic feuds, for- 
faken by it's friends, and derided by it's enemies. It may be, fear at 
times has been ready to ſeize you, and tempt you to aſk what will be the 
end of theſe things? The ſounds of Nineveh is fallen, Babylon is fallen, 
yea of JUDAH 7s fallen have been long ſince heard in the world; and 
what, {ay you, are we better than they? Under theſe exerciſes, brethren, 
we truſt you have found, and will yet find, hope of excellent uſe to you. 

Great have been the deliverances your Gop hath wrought in former ages, 
which afford a ground of hope to us. He can defend our coaſts, and ſtill 
preſerve our country: yes, he can, and bleſſed be his name for any 
Encouragement afforded us. Let us then hope and pray: I may be the 
Lord Gad of hoſts avill he gracicus to the remnant of his people.: Or ſhould 
the refuſe that, ſhould a conſumption be decreed to overflow in righteouſ- 
—_—nc, iti], he can preſerve his faithful followers as he did Baruch, and 
thoſe who g hed and cried, in the day of Jeruſalem's ruin. Nay, ſuppoſe 
== inm to refuſe that, ſuppoſe that not only your country mult ſink, but you 
mult fink with it, and periſh in the general wreck ! Still all is not loſt. 
Did your portion Jie in this world, then indeed, like the owner of a veſſel 
Whoſe all is on board, you might dread it's ſinking: but ſeeing your 
pnheritance is far beyond the reach of theſe viciſſitudes, there is reaſon for 
you to mingle joy with trembling. Yes, brethren, we trult there is reaſon 
Wor you to unite with holy David, God is our refuge and firength, a very 
Pireſeus belp in trouble—thercfore will wwe not fear though the earth be moved, 
and though the mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea J 

Once more. You and we all, by ſome means, mult ſhortly die. Beit fo that 
no untimely end befall us, the hour cometh when we muſt bid farewell to 
every creature comfort; when every created union mult be diſſolved, and 
we appear before the judgement-ſeat of Chriſt! Oh, then to be without 
hope! better had we never been barn! Let the reluctance and horror of 
thoſe who are driven away in their wickedneſs teach us the value of a well- 
grounded hope in that awful hour. Verily words cannot deſcribe it, nor 
| thoughts conceive it! Here is a rock when all beſide finks under us! With 
this, brethren, like the prieſts that bear the ark of Gp, your feet will 
land firm amidſt all the ſwellings of Jordan! With this you can behold 
the ghaſtly ſpectre, yea the horrors of the grave itſelf, with a cheerful 
countenance, and fing with holy Job, All hong“ after my ſkin worms deſtroy 
this body, yet in my fleſh fhall I fee God: whom I ſholl fee for myſelf, mine 
get ſpall behold,” and not another, though my reins be conſumed within me! 

| + F rom the whole, permit us to adviſe and exhort you, dear brethren, to 
a few things which become perſons who have expectations like yours. 
W bile you guard againſt preſumption, beware of deſpair. The latter as 
well as the former 1s dangerous to men, and offenſive to Gop. Deſpair 
B 2 | | 1s 
Zech. xiv. 20, If, xxxiii. 20. ® If. lvii. 2. + Ames v. 15. 
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is the death of action. To deſpair of mercy, and ſo never apply for it, 
is to act like the wicked and ſlothful ſervant, than which nothing tends 
more to caſt reproach on the character of Gop. Even a man of honour 
cannot bear to be miſtruſted. While fear keeps you from preſumption, 
let hope preſerve you from deſpair. As condemned criminals in your. 
ſelves conſidered, caſt yourſelves on him for mercy ; as ſervants, ſerve him 
cheerfully and rely on his bounty; and as ſuffering the loſs of all things 
for him, truſt him, like Moſes, to make up your loſſes. Remember 7}: 
Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in thoſe that hope in his mercy,* Wl 

Obſerve alſo, he that hath this hope mult purify himſelf as Chriſti pure. 
He muſt take him for his example, and aim at no leſs than a complete 
conformity to his temper and ſpirit. That which true hope centres in, is 
not only to fee him as he is, but to be lie him. Be conſtant then, gear 
brethren, in holy exerciſes, We truſt vour hope is not of that kind, which 
in proportion as it encreaſeth, ſlackens the hand of diligence. Negled 
neither public nor private duties; it is at the peril of your ſoul's welfare if 
ye do! Shame may keep you to the one, but rather let the love of Chriſt 
conſtrain you to both. Think nothing too great to perform, too much to 
loofe, or too hard to endure, that you may obtain ſo bleſſed an hope. 
O brethren, be it our daily concern and earneſt endeavour to grow in every ll 
grace, to excell in every virtue, Remember he whoſe eyes are flames of al 
fire, ſurveys our heart and life: how tranſporting the thought, could we 
conceive him addrefling each of us as he did the I hyatirian Church, 1 
know thy works, and charity, and ſervice, and faith; and thy patienc,, 
and thy works, and the laſt to be mare than the firſt! ?! "_ 

Finally. Uſe all means to cultivate this heavenly grace. Remember 
ſin is it's worſt enemy; beware of that. The Holy Spirit is it's beſt friend; 
ſee that you grieve not him. Tribulations themſelves, though they may 
ſeem to deſtroy it, in the end cheriſh it. They work patience, and pa- 
tience experience, and experience hope; therefore be reconciled to them. 
[Read the holy ſcriptures—pray in ſecret as well as openly—though ſo = 
Journers on earth, let your converſation be in heaven—learn to ſet light 


by this world; nor court it's ſmiles, nor fear it's frowns—live in daily 


expectation of dying; and die daily in humble expectation of living for 
evermore—realize and anticipate thoſe enjoyments and employments to 
which ye are haſtening; in proportion to this, your defires will be ſtrong 
and your hopes lively—remember it is one of thoſe graces that muſt do's 
all within the limits of time; be ſober therefore, and hope to the end- 
aim, like Enoch, to walk with Goo, till Gop ſhall take you—let yout 
loins be girt, and your light's burning, and ye yourſelves like unto men 
that wait for their Lord. Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants whom the Lord when 
he cometh ſhall find ſo doing! Verily J ſay unto you, ſaid this bleſſed Lond 
of yours, (O hearken, and be aſtoniſhed!) werily 7 /ay unto you, that ht 
ſhall gird himſelf, and make them to fit down to meat, and will come forth 
and ſerve them / \ 

| Dearly beloved brethren, farewell! May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelh 
and God even our Father, who hath lowed us, and given us everlaſting cos. 
felation, and good hope tbrougli grace, comfort your hearts, and flabliſh jis 
in every good word and, work / | FR 

| Signed on behalf of the brethren, _ | 7 

ANDREW FULLER, Moderator. 
BREVIATES 
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We met on Tueſday evening at the uſual hour, and after ſpending ſome 
| time in prayer, a moderator was choſen, the letters from the churches were 
read, and minutes were taken of their contents, the opportunity being 


concluded with prayer. : 
on Wedneſday morning we met for prayer about fix, wherein ſeveral 
| brethren were engaged. CO 

The public meeting began about ten; many more people attended than 
the meeting-houſe could contain; convenient ſeats were made for them in 
a yard behind it, and the miniſters ſtanding in the window, from which the 
lights were taken out, the people could hear both within and without. Our 
brother Ryland, junior, of Northampton, prayed—after-which brother Gill, 
of St. Alban's, gave a brief account of the deſign of the aſſociation, and 
| prayed—brother Hopper, of Nottingham, then preached from Pſ. 1xxxv. 6. 
alt thou not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice in thee—brother 

| Evans, of Foxton, prayed—and brother Guy, of Sheepſhead, preached from 

2 Peter iii. 18. But grow in 13 and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
| Saviour Feſus Chriſt: to him be glory both now pray ever. Amen—and 
concluded in prayer, | : x E 
At five in the evening, brother Ryland, ſenior, of Northampton, began in 
prayer—brother Fuller, of Soham, preached from x Cor. xiv. 20. Brethren, 
| be not children in underflanding : howwbeit, in malice be ye children, but in 
uudlerſtandiug be men—brother Hall, ſenior, of Arnſby, concluded in prayer. 

Thurſday morning we met again for prayer, and to hear the circular 
letter, which was approved, and ordered to be ſigned by the moderator in 
behalf of the aſſembly—after which we proceeded, as uſual, to communicate 
to each other ſome account of our experiences, as miniſters, during the 
| courſe of the laſt year, which practice we find truly advantageous. About 
twelve, the aſſociation was concluded in prayer by the moderator. | 


— 


State of the churches ſince the laſt aſſociation: 


Added on protefſion of faith and experience, - - 39 
By letters of recommendation from other churches, = 7 
Reſtored to communion, - . - - — - 1 


5 Dead, > A 5 ” 5 a 5 
0 Diſmiſſed to other churches, 5 V 
„ Excluded from church relation, . Fa > 17 
bl | — 
5 Decreaſe, 3 3 5 5 5 8 8 


The ſtate of our churches as above; the ſtate of religion in general; and 
the ſtate of our public affairs, as a nation; call us to humiliation and 
Prayer.—Q brethren, cry earneſtly to him by whom alone Jacob can ariſe 
oben he 15 mall, that he would indeed revive us again. It is propoſed to 
your coniideration, whether the fr/t Wedneſday in every month may not he 


. ee time, for us unitedly to addreſs the throne of grace, on theſe 
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| Ae B. The next aſſociation to be held at ST. AL BAx's, on Wedneſday in 
| * e eee, Brother Hall, ſenior, of Arnſby; and brother Ryland, junior, 
13 <a t ampton, to preach; in caſe of failure, brother Sutcliffe, of Olney; 
rother Ew nf, of Foxten. Put up at the White-Hart. 5 


Tatehy 


| Lately publiſhed, , 
HELP To ZION: 8 TRAVELLERS: on 


- +1082 #78 

An ATTEMPT to revoye various 8 TUMBLING BLOCKS) 14 
out of the WAY, _ . 

Relating to Docrzixar- Ar and PrACTICAL, | \'Y 


BY ROBERT HALL. 11 

Sal by BycrLAnp 202 EAT Fs enen. Frick 35. hound, 1 
— 

CHRIST MANIFESTED, and SATAN FRUSTRATED; 

SEK DN. 


Preached at the Meeting-Houſe in College-Lane, N ORTHAMPTON, 
December 25, 1781. 


By JOHN RY LAND, jun. 
Sold by DII II, Bucx rann, and Pee London. Price 6d. 
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In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be Publ iſhed, 
VOL. III. Ottavo. 


CONTEMPLATIONS on the] 


I. Divinity of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, demonſtrated from the Name 
Jehovah, aſcribed to him above' 178 Times in Scripture ; the Name 
God, aſcribed to him above 100 Times; all the Divine Perſections, | 
aſcribed- to him in as full a Senſe as to Gop the Father; the Divine 
Works of Creation; Providence, Redemprion, Regeneration, the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, and Eternal Judgment; with above 70 ARs of 
Divine Worſhip paid to him in Scripture. | 


II. CONTEMPLATIONS or the Divinity, Perſonality, and gracious | 
Operations of the Holy Spirit at large, demonſtrated from all the 
Parts of the ſacred Scriptures. | 


III. CONTEMPLATIONS on the Beaũties of Creation, that is to owl | 
the Sun, Moon, and Planets ; the Starry Heavens, and the Wondem 
of Space— the Air and it's Contents—the Earth and Seas the Vege“ 
in tables and Animals—the Structure of the Human Body—and i 
| © wonderful Powers, Paſſions, and Immortality of the'Human Soul. 


1 IV. CON'i CEMPLATIONS on a ſpecial and particular P. Providence; &® 

2 Demonſifation that all Things in Heaven, Earth, and Hell, mul 
needs work for the Good of every Perſon who fears and loves Gon the 
; * Redeemer; with References to ſelect Books on each Head. 4 


By JOHN RVYLAN D, A. M. Northampton. | J 


Subſcriptions are taken in by the Author's Friends, in Northampton al 
Briſtol ; and by Mr. Charles Dilly, in the Poultry, London. 


be paid on Subſcribing, 


2 © ** : Mes. 4: 
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